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DOL FOR THE DEAF

Dear Families,

I hope you have all experienced a pleasant transition back to school after an
enjoyable summer. I know I look forward to getting this school year off the
ground and running. It's great being back and in touch with the children, with
all of you, and with our ECC staff. I'm always amazed at how much the
children grow and develop over the summer. It's enjoyable seeing this and
knowing that we are a part of their success.

It's interesting to see the classes blend together and the teachers and teaching
assistants becoming more and more familiar with each member of their class.
You should feel confident that your child is in good hands. It's always nice to
hear outside visitors comment on the nurturing, welcoming environment that is
clearly visible in our center.

The Creative Curriculum will continue to be implemented here in ECC. This
developmentally appropriate curriculum is used to guide planning and to help
us make decisions everyday related to setting up the environment and planning
the best experiences that support your child's growth and learning.
Additionally, the Ski*Hi curriculum continues to be used with our F.ILR.S.T.
program and another full training is currently being set-up to benefit those
teachers and children once again this year.

Planning has already begun for this year's Adventures In Education with
George Kourounis. You'll be seeing evidence of this planning as teachers
incorporate related themes, concepts and skills into the classroom environment
and into the experiences they share with the children.

(Continued on page 2)
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We were fortunate this year to add another SmartBoard to our resources here in Denton Hall. The
Sound Lab now has a newly installed SmartBoard, in addition to the ones already used in Mary Jo
Birecree's room and Julie Shahin's room. Technology has certainly made it's way down to our
preschoolers!

One new addition to our ECC staff was made this year. Dawn Rood is now our ASL Teacher and her
time is devoted to our program. We're glad to have Dawn on board and look forward to a great year
with her as we continue to seek ways to best create a fully accessible environment for our students
that will lead them to fluency with both American Sign Language (ASL) and English.
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Please take a look at the attached articles. The first one addresses children and personal care, the
second has respect as the topic and links the ability and willingness to show respect to success later in
school and in life. The third article is similar in that it addresses helping your child to be mindful of
the feelings of others and the fourth gives guidelines for discipline.

As always, feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns, suggestions or comments. Have a
great school year.

Sincerely,

Marilyn Curley, Director

"The kind of thinking that led to past success will not lead to future success" -Ken Blanchard

Welcome to the newest students in ECC - Kenny & Michael
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Help your preschooler become
responsible for personal care

When your child was an infant, you did everything for
her. But now she is older and can assume a great deal
of her personal care herself —probably more than you
realize!

You or another adult should always supervise your
child as she performs personal care responsibilities.
Do not ever leave a young child alone. Do not allow a
young child to touch equipment that could be
dangerous, such as a stove or an iron.

Under your watchful eye, your child can and should
accomplish a lot for herself. For example:

* Cleanliness. Your child should wash and dry her
hands regularly, especially before meals and after
using the bathroom. She should also practice
washing her body, brushing her teeth and
combing her hair. Supervise her efforts. Help her
brush hard-to-reach spots on teeth. Encourage her
to do most of the work.

* Dressing. Most young preschoolers can learn to
pull on a shirt and pants. Help your child pick out
her clothes the night before preschool and dress
herself each morning.

* Outerwear and belongings. Teach your child to
hang up her coat and backpack. Most preschool
teachers expect their students to do this. So get
your child to do it at home as well.

Reprinted with permission from the September 2007 issue of Parents
make the difference!® (Early Childhood Edition) newsletter.
Copyright © 2007 The Parent Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc.
Source: Jolene L. Roehlkepartain and Nancy Leffert, What Young
Children Need to Succeed: Working Together to Build Assets from
Birth to Age 11, ISBN: 1-57542-070-8 (Free Spirit Publishing, 1-800-
735-7323, www freespirit.com).

The best way to teach respect is to
show respect

Being respectful is critical to success in school and life.
But this doesn’t come naturally to preschoolers.

You need to model respectful behaviors for your child to
copy. Most importantly, you must show him respect. He
can’t give to others what he doesn’t receive.

To show your child respect:

* Don’t speak harshly to him. Saying, “ Get over here
now!” models demanding behavior. Tell him politely
instead.

* Don’t belittle him. Be supportive when he expresses
needs or makes mistakes.

* Offer to help him. “Do you want me to pick you up so
you can see better?”

* Give your child your full attention when he talks. Ask
questions to let him know you’re interested.

* Be calm and fair. Explain rules and decisions. Hear
his side of the story before reaching a conclusion.

Reprinted with permission from the September 2007 issue of Parents make
the difference! ® (Early Childhood Edition) newsletter. Copyright © 2007
The Parent Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc. Source: Robin Goldstein, The
Parenting Bible: The Answers to Parents’ Most Common Questions, ISBN:
1-57071-907-1 (Sourcebooks, Inc, 1-800-432-7444,

www.sourcebooks.com).
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Building Social Skills

Teach your preschooler to be
mindful of the feelings of others

Young children are always likely to speak first,
think later. So you need to coach your child on
whether her words are friendly or not. She won’t
always get it right, but the more you help her, the
more she will be able to stop herself from saying
hurtful things.

Here’s how you can encourage your child to speak
nicely to others

* Teach her to look at facial expressions. “ You
told Ella you don’t want to play with her.
Doesn’t she look sad? Remember how sad you
felt when Taylor said she wouldn’t play with
you?”

* Help your child notice the accomplishments of
others. If you say, “Look how big Sarah’s
block tower is,” your child may say, “ Wow!”
Seeing the smile on Sarah’s face will teach
your child that people like it when you say kind
things about what they have done.

* Discourage your child from commenting on the
appearance of others. If she does, say,
“Everyone is different. It doesn’t matter how
someone looks.”

Reprinted with permission from the September 2007 issue of
Parents make the difference! ® (Early Childhood Edition)
newsletter. Copyright © 2007 The Parent Institute®, a division of
NIS, Inc. Source: Darlene Mannix, Social Skills Activities for
Special Children, ISBN: 0-87628-868-9 (Jossey-Bass, an imprint
of Wiley, 1-877-

Discipline

Follow a few simple guidelines
when you discipline your child

There is a time to negotiate with your child —it’s
called late adolescence. But now with your
preschooler —the only one in the driver’s seat should
be you.

That’s not to say that you should overwhelm your
child with a long list of do’s and don’ts. Instead, have
a few important rules, such as, “ You must stay next to
me when we’re in a crowded place,” and be firm
about them. “Mommy, I’ll hold your hand if you buy
me a piece of candy,” should never get your child the
candy. It should get him whisked into the shopping
cart with the lap belt fastened securely around him.

Here are a few more discipline tips to keep in mind:

* Be battle-wise. Your child may use some
behaviors, such as making faces, simply to irk
you. Ignore these “smallies” and they may go
away.

* Avoid arguments. Even if you stick to your firm
rules, the little lawyer in your child will still want
to test them. Say, “That’s the rule. I will not
change my mind.” Repeat as needed.

* Consider choices. No one, least of all a child,
likes to feel powerless. So give him daily choices
when both options suit you—an apple or a pear
for snack, reading to him or doing a puzzle
together.

Reprinted with permission from the September 2007 issue of Parents
make the difference! ® (Early Childhood Edition) newsletter.
Copyright © 2007 The Parent Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc.
Source: Ari Brown, M.D. and Denise Fields, “The 20 Commandments
of Toddler Discipline,” Parents, September 2006 (Meredith Corp., 1-
800-727-3682, www.parents.com).




